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DAVID RAKOFF FACES OFF WITH
THE PLASTIC SURGEONS OF BEVERLY HILLS

I AM NOT & hamdsome man. Al
Lt means s my G has
mveT Boen my Tortune. Lscky
b e, macighser has i been a
|'||I.'||'|| laree, | have soame [retky
eyes, | have my momenls; |
may even b thoughl attractinve
by Ahose Wi love me. Bul
that is mol (he same as the
irrefutalde mathematics of
rlane amd placement
that make for true beaoty

AE & leenager reading
[hevrrh im Vemice, 1 anderstiond
the waorkl 1o be divided inko
the Aschenbachs amd the
Twilzkos. There are those whao
Eane, ail those who are
g apon. Somi are
destimed 10 promeemnside The
Lidla in Venice, Blooming like
fowers under the heat of
appreciative stares, while the
Fedt of s are lsorm fo watch
vwealing through our
grimy collars and esting our

00
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musty strawberrics

while the plagiss rolls in
Imveiernie Aschsenbich that

| am, we are more of bids At

P, ey Eece ard 1, although

Ehe comse-fire can b lenuous.

A cerinin degree of
ilissabislacthom with
Teatnires i par of my cultural
mrthright. In my largely
Jenntedy wigh s, sonnes of
wirls got new noses for thaeir
berthdays, replacing Lheir
Iantastee Lsivak sehndrees
with zhiny-skimmesd,
characicrbess lumpe. Despile
the oerie timdag of these

operstions, codnchling as they

& b il Wil upoaming
Swerl s, they were alwass
frommied as Jife-or-ceath
FHOCSSILCS, CIMCTency
procedunes b repair lethally
deviated sepla and restore
bvpeeEled besatliing. Even

Eheem, W Knesw' enoagh bo e

HE BODY > GETTING INTO PLASTICS

Eleetive cosmetic surgery
wid Lhe provinoe of flhe
irretrievably shallow: 11 was
alan a langely female pursait
For most hoys, your (eee was
an irmeducible fact

aill, without beneiit of &
mirre, | can easily recl off all
Elee thinggs | nuight change
given the TRy, STRring
at the top, they inclhede: a
permanend ned syl on e e
sl of my forchead: a baow
pleated by warey: & furmow
hertwren my eyehinows so i RG]
it cold e @ cndn shot: pirge
hallows anidermeath Y Cyes
that I"ve hasl sinee Infaney;
lines like surveyors marks on
my checks placehisliders [of
the IIIl."|.'Il:.IE'||l.'|.':|.|.' hags 1 will
v @ nose e Neshy ancl
widle than archetypally
semmitec, gractd with & hoisqiae
of iy giin blossoms: & sed of
Ehose Frod Flintstone nasal

=} T4 Porceniags ol men who sy Thiy would nof b embarrassed i ofwers knsw they'd i coamstic surgery (x) 18 (10,054, 1o

% BEFORE AND AFTER: The
author, as he would appear i
he gat some wark done.

Creacsrs Chow Tl 10 e coeriers of
my ek a TR AL AT
gonr of my Fight choek: a
planklike cxpanse af
Ehaltrum betwisen the Bodbom
of my pose and Uhe Wop of
may boo-thkn uppser Fip; and, in
profile, & dowbde chin.

Serpoisly conbemplating
Lhi erasune or repair of any of
these i@ inconceivable for me
witliim the city Bmits of MNew
York IUs too small & tovwn, anxd
the idia seems strikingly at
oxilds with the supposed
literary life-al-the=mind [ lead
bere, (A paper-thin ke Thene
are days when | wouald throw
ot every book | own for the
chance to be beauiifol Ssdder
etill, even e s D thinow
i b vy baoek | oy Tor the
IV colboctbon of Afhes)

Theere {8 & plase, though,
wisere thal suney notion of
izl perfectbon and s
sChbvenseng 8 carrssd on e
SIHNERY, range-seenbod
mir, fwimming poals, movie
SLAPS,,. e Banje miasic.

L] L. - L] L] L

THE PLAN WAS 10 gt 1w highe
el =ufSEais 1o tell me what
ey wonile] dio, with no impat
froam e, 001 Bl linitless
imclimation and resounces. The
reason for my silenoe was that
1l fisr confrmaation of my
et Eheat s of thisee things
ane truse fanws and others are
dvsmderphic delusions on my
paart. And alsa, admit, | boped
ter eabeh thern oant in @ momenk
ol uichecked avarioe; insteml
off theeir proposing the
unnecesEary pinning hack of
iy ek, | imagined them
reveading their tnoe purpose, as
i, “Lasaking at your Esce, |
recormanerid the 1Ealian
eeramic backsplaxhes in my
eodary-howse kitchen”™

My first stop was the office
of Garth Fisher, o man wha
has practiced in Beverly Hilks
& 1500 and happens io be

b eudecr] For peapke the age

{ Photegraphs by STEYEM BAILLIE )



MTHE BoDY GETTING INTO PLASTICS

an in-house surgeon on
Entreme Makeover, Fisher's
office is decormted with a
grandeur disproporticnate b
the space, Hke o studio
apartment tricked out with
peces from the el of
Ciladinror, The waiting area
has glant sofas, thsseled wall

arul hairy, My car isa
Freasy nautilus, as il 1'd just
come from listening o a
deep-tat fryer, and my eyes
are sk o craters of Nver-
wnlofed Besh.

Fisher demonstrabes iz
i ag ol by drawing a
garcle arouml my chin with the

THE TWO IMAGES SIDE BY SIDE LOOK LIKE
ASET OF TWINS: MY ORIGINAL SELF, THE

CHOLIC

MELAN KILLJ
REENGINEERED BROTH

AND MY
ER, WHO LOOKS

REMARKABLY CLEAN AND ALITTLE HAUGHTY.

sonomies, aml a domed oelling
paaintied with clouds, There are
all sorts of halky antigque
furmiture in dark wood witkh
furmitd begs. Behingd his desk
are many pholographs of his
wile, Brooke Burke, n mode]
and tebevizion personality aml
o mear perfect beasty,

Fisheer s & handsomic man
in his midforiies, wiih a bit of
the carly-70s Aqua Velva
hiank aboud b | ask hin,
kooking directly at the
ceviable cleft im his chin, if
hi's had any work done
himsell, Yery little—a tiny bit
of Baotox betwoeen his brows
and sormes veneers o lis
teeth. Hie also had lis ose
done, 1o corre foodhall
Engueries. To my senall dismay,
Fisher eatends this same
conservative atlitude owarnl
Biis patbents. “I7 soemesne
coFnes i heve like this” e
v, pulling Ris ears oul from
Fais Tasac] ik Dransbas, “amad all
B wanls fooed is the male on
fis chin, then that's all I'm
R Lo memtion.”

Wi @o inko an examining
ron, whiere Fisher keeps his
coimpuaber simulator. The
proess. begins with the
taking of two plafographs—
thee “leefonres” | look the
wany | allways di, bal if's
embarrassing 1o see myvself
iy on the meoaitor with
anber porson sitting Ehere.,
My prodile hoadks careworm,
simultameouwsly balding

meisse, Palling the cursos, he
extenis my jaw out ke s
cralssant. “Bul your chin is
perfect,” he says, snapping it
hack. “Three millimeters
il your Bottom lip”
Instead, he polnts out how the
enil of my Boss dreops doan
o e Micsor, while the arch of
ey moslrils is very high. He
ralses Uhe Lip, bowers my
mosbrils, amd then straighbtens
il Elwe slogwe of the nose jtself
I & siabdle and aguiline. He
hen smuesdbs oul the are
wEler my eves. In real life, this
wurihl invalve remsoving sonse
fat and tighteming the skin.
Finally, he points to the small
wertical indemiation between
my brows, just like the one
hir had before Botox. He
recurmends o small amoant
of e miwrsboxin, just crough
B sroassth it ol withouk
rabhing me of my capacity to
emaode, O all the features thst
render me bess than perfeo,
Eheisee that bend e &n abr of
ravitas are the ones i most
aftsched to. 1 sk if it's all
right b leave it as s, “Well®
b shirugs, "it’s okay i you're
playing a lvwyer or & judge”
Instend, 1 get him to glve me
slight Mick Jagger moue,
*1 don't like those lips, bt IF1
led you have Ehem.” He
plamps wp ey maosth

The photographs ane
printed. The two images sit
sile by side against adark
basckground, | leok like a set of

1,330

twine My original sell the
mclancholic Killjoy, amd my
revagineened brother, whio
ok remarkably chean and a
littke haughty. And look at that
marvelns niw nose! Pointy,
sharp, a weapon. Despite

that obd stereotypse about
Jewish intelbectanl superiority,
I think I look cleverer as wiell
(“perspicacions.” as my
ethnically cleansed sclf might
sayh. Fisher's instinet shout
my mew mouth was alao
right on the money. It gives
me the beginnings of a goaly
snasl, Hike 've wedged a
hansdifal of Tic Tacs in front af
Y e LaEh.

But even my misbegsiien
W uppeer lip cannol dampen
Y Spiris. | step oot into the
beautiful California dusk with
a spring in my step. P'm
lecling handsome, as though
Fishir's changes wene already
miamnifest on my face, pob just
in the ernvelope of
phidographs 1 cluich.

| walk back to my hotel, a
jourmey of ninety mimuies, At
o pai i, e shdewalk of
Santa Monica Roulevard
simply ecnils without warning,
and 1 have 1o dart semoss four
Rarsi=s of traffic, 1 do it with the
insouciance of soameeone
Torever shiekled agaknst
misfortune, =1 can’i b run
onveer: 1 ool fosn kil ngg.”

Stodying the plctures the
next misming, | am abready
CAPETRTICINE SOme Nemors:
Hat it is nid the PeErel of “YWhat
hive 1 ddome?™ that dogs. s 5o
much s a focling that | shivwed
B st restrainl Thee
bheantiful young doorman
smiiles In my di rectbon as | walk
Ery, bt his cyves ane ook g just
aberve arwd beyomd me, | want
mioae, | nevd mose, And | hope
that Richard Ellenbogen, my
et SR, will ol b so
hung upon “professhonalism®
that hee'll dieny me my true
nesthethe glory

I his ofPeae b= Ay indicsson,
I kn hacks. Whene Fisher's was
Ehee Mohlanshon version of the

baths at Pompeld, Richard
FEllenkbuszen's Surnset Boalevard
practioe defles such casy
nestbetic deseription. The
reception desk s framed by tao
arching mermaleds in wood,
st s mlght b found an the
Py of i Spamish galkeon.
There are sues-rokired woonden
shgtters framiang “windows,”
ol ol which Gan be sen
grencrically Impressionist
landscapsis. The odlbie &l
boasts an ormamental brick
fireplace im one cormer., sofas
alressed in foral silk, anal
everywhere, absalately
evervahien, small sculpbures of
youne. banely pubesoent girks.

eosa Teed likoe yous re Aadking 10 @ car
wabeaaR, IS A8 i gosd Sign.
—Camgacy Rumly
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DAYID RAKDFF 15 3 &g

HE WANTS YOUR MIND.

YOUR BODY IS MERELY DESSERT

This lerrityimg trilogy will hawve you gripping the sdge ol your Seal
'I:' with its diabolical ploi limes and brilliand periormances. Each DVD 5
Imeludes special lexlunes thal Eake you eves deeper inba the mind B 41"
b of the mes! sophisticated villain ever = Hannibal Lecher. -:!a. & J.-p
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